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240 Appendix

The white people I talked with often assumed the basic necessities.
That gave them the luxury of debating ideology and many things I felt
would not change the position of black women. Abortion, which white
women were fighting for, did not seem an important issue for black
women. Women who already had children might need abortion in the
future, but in the present they needed a means to support children other
than welfare, a system of child care, decent homes and medical atten-
tion, opportunities for meaningful employment and continuing educa-
tion. Again, we found ourselves in different circumstances with no
program or tactic to begin building sisterhood.

Over the last two years, I find myself becoming more involved with
women in Washington, discussing the impact of race, class, and culture
on us all and concrete ways women can help each other survive. I also
find that the same black women I knew and respected during the 1g60s
are in the process of re-forming a network. Most of us have now spent
the greater part of our adult lives as single women involved in movement
activities. We have been married, divorced, some have children; we
have gone from town to town, job to job, talking to each other. The
problems of womanhood have had an increasing impact on us, and the
directions of our own, of my own, involvement in the women’s move-
ment are still unfolding.

LIBERATION OF WOMEN
(New Left Notes, July 10, 1967)

The following analysis of women’s role came out of the Women’s
Liberation workshop; as such it cannot be changed and is therefore not
open to debate.

What is open to this body is the acceptance or refusal of programs
designed to (1) free women to participate in other meaningful activities
and (2) relieve our brothers of the burden of male chauvinism.

Analysis: In the world today there are three main divisions among
people: those of the capitalist world, the Socialist world, and the Third
World. The crisis of our time is the transformation from capitalism to so-
cialism. The role of the Third World in this transformation is revolu-
tionary, but an integral part of their fight is the necessity of their own
independence.

As we analyze the position of women in capitalist society and espe-
cially in the United States we find that women are in a colonial relation-
ship to men and we recognize ourselves as part of the Third World.
Although we realize that our sisters in the Socialist world have problems
with male supremacy, we feel that an analysis of their position would




