


NATIONAL NEWS

A legislative hearing on abortion law reform

in NY was shouted and hooted into adjourn-

ing last month by radical women demanding
total repeal. The hearing had been under-
way only 15 minutes when the women jumped
up and yelled, "No more male legislators, "
"Why are you refusing to admit we exist?" and
"Every woman resents having her body con-
trolled by men." One legislator screamed at
the women, “You're just expressing your per-
sonal pigue at men."” "We're expressing our
political grievance", they replied. The

public hearing was adjourned to closed session
as women members of NY for Abortion Law Re-
form picketed outside the Health Department
building with signs demanding total repeal.

Several new journals and papers have been
published including: From SSOC, BOX 6403,
Nashville, Tenn. Freedom for Movement Girls-—

Now/ Vanauken, 10¢,American Women:Their 'se
and Abuse/ Lyn Wells, 10¢, and Chanelling
Womern/ Anne Johnson,10¢. From Women's
Liberation Collective, 1047 Ramona Avenue,
Palo Alto, Calif, 9430l:Towards a Woman's
Revolutionary Manifesto. From Roxanne
Dunbar, 62 Pleasant St #2, Cambridge, Mass:
Female Liberation: No MoreFun and Games, $1.
or 10 for $5, From Betty Farians, 6825 N,
Sheridan, Chicago, Ill 606: The Status of
‘Women in the Church, 25¢ From Straight
Arrow Pub., 746 Brannon St., San. Francisco,
Calif. 94103, order the latest issue of Rolling
Stones 15¢ (Feb 15) which according to Anne
Koedt of NY "isa& very hip looking publication
. oospecial article on the "The Groupies"--
Hippie women who follow rock groups---some
think it is very significant if you want to
understand not only the "sex object” concept
but how it applies to our more liberated
communities such as the hippies."

On Jan. 24 the US Court of Appeals vacated
the stay previously granted by the District
court on the want-ad guidelines of the Fqual
Employment Opportunities Commision. The
guidelines make itillegal for any newspaper
to segregate theri want-ads into "male"” and
"female" sections, regardless of what dis-
claimer of intention to discriminate is put
at the head of the column. However, most
newspapers have still not integrated their
want ads., The EEOC has said it has not
the authority to enforce its guidelines

until someone files a valid complaint as it
lacks cease and disist powers of other
federal regulatory agencies.
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Bridal Fairs have come under attack recently

by Women's Liberation groups in NY and San
Francisco. In New York, WITCH hexed the
Bridal Fair held Feb 15 and 16 in Madison
Square Guarden, with guerilla theatre.,
WITCH also carried picket signs, handed
out leaflets entitled "Confront the Whore-
Makers", and gave away hundreds of shop-
lifting bags. The Fair"s own gift to the
brides: a plastic bag with "Love Begins at
Chase Manhatten" in psychedelic lettering.
WITCHes who tried to disrupt the opening
panel {male doctor, male clergyman, male
banker, male decorator, female from Bride"s
magazine) were strong-armed and carried
away by force. Fair spokesmen put down
the WITCHES saying "They're teed off
nobody ever proposed to them". Bay Area
women picketed the annual San Francisco
Bridal Fair, Feb. 15. Inside the fair, they
handed out leaflets, did guerilla theatre,
and disrupted a panel of "experts", {only
one of them was a woman), invited women
to come to a forum to discuss the nitty-
gritty of American life. Two militant women
were ejected from the fair by the cops.
Unfortunately, both actions elicited defen-
sive and often hostile responses from wo-
men attending the fair. Women also hexed

a Bridal Fair in Chicago March 1.

Regional conferences are being held all
over the country., Bay Area women have
held two so far and the Student Christian
Movement in Ontario held one entitled
"Refreshments will be served by the Men's
Auxilliary" . 50 women attended a Boston
area conference. New chapters have formed
in Geneva, NY; Ann Arbor, Mich.; Cam-
bridge, Mass.; and Regina, Saskatchewan,
Canada., Donna Goodman, 2736-B Winnipeg
St. Regina would like to hear from Canadian
contacts.

The film made of the Miss America demon-
stration is now available for distribution.
Prints are $20,00 to buy and $10.00 to
rent from NEWSREEL, 127 E. 15th St., NYC.
Judith Duffet says it is "about 7 minutes
long, exciting, beautiful, rabble-rousing,
and includes the ‘women's liberation' ban-
ner unfurled across the balcony of the
Convention Hall." "Ski Weekend", first
shown at the national conference, is also
available.

(Cont, p., 7)
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The second was only possible given the first.
N.Y. said if D,C, didn't like it the way it
was they could do their own actionandwrite
their own leaflet, and hung up.

EFRIDAY: Planning workshops for Saturday.
A long meeting was held with women from
D, C. and several southern cities. No one
showed up from NYC although they had said
some would come early. We brainstormed
ideas for signs and technical plans for the
voter-card burning and the demonstration
at the reception for Distinguished Ladies.
We had heard that the Mobilization was pro-
viding a space for a speaker on women's li-
berationatthe rally andtalkedin detail a-
bout whatideas shouldbe included.in such a
speech. Tentatively that meeting decided
that I should give the speech, but wanted

to wait until people from NY arrived to
finalize the plans. We planned to meet
again early Sunday morning.

SATURDAY: NY busesarrivedlate. They
came with signsand songsinpreparationfor
the Distinguished Ladies demonstration.
Since their buses came only an houranda
half before the demonstration was to take
place, we quickly ended the workshops to
learnthe songs and walk to the National
Gallery.It rainedand we gotpushedaround
by the cops. Workshops didn't resume in
the afternoon since we were skirmishing
with police andthenrecovering. We planned
tomeetagain for workshops that evening,
announcing that discussion and sign-making
for Sun. would be early in the morning.
SAT,EVE, WORKSHOPS: That night, before
the schedulted meeting time, NY had a cau-
cusmeeting. WITCHwomenhadn'tarrived
yet and most of the people inthe NY caucus
were in Shulie Firestone's groupin NY,
Most women went to other meetings that
night. Three from D.C., several from Bos-
ton, and a few people from other places were
there. As we arrived Shulie announced that
Ann Forer wouldchair andthere wouldbe a
discussion of Sun.'s actions. Some people
said they thought this was a workshop and
tomorrow morning would be planning for
the action. The NY caucus just pushed on
with tneir intended agenda.

That meeting was the most hostile,
shrieky meeting I have ever attended. Many
women were so intimidated or angered at
obvious railroading attempts that they left
in disgust. Shulie essentially said that NY
had planned this action and here were
the plans. There was to be no discussion

cont. p.5

VLM b

Willig  #rom p.1

Granted that we suffer our own forms of
oppression and that radical men have op-
pressed us as wo men, the emphasis is on
contributing our special insights to the
-left as a whole and using feminist issues
as an organizing tool. In return, male
radicals are expected to endorse women's
liberation and combat their male chauvin-
ism.

Many of us now reject this view of our
purpose as anti-woman. We have come
to see women's liberation as an indepen-
dent revolutionary movement, potentially
representing half the population. We in-
tend to make our own analysis of the
system and put our interests first, whe-
ther or not it is convenient for the (male-
dominated) left. Although we may coope-
rate with radical men on matters of com~
monconcern, we are not simply part of
the left. We do not assume that radical
men are our allies or that we want the
same kind of revolution they want.

This divergence in outlook was apparent
when several women's liberation groups
met in Washington last month toplan anti-
inaugural activities. The theme of the
women's liberation action was''Give back
the vote''. Since women's 80-year struggle
for the vote had achieved a meaningless
victory and vitiated the feminist movement
we planned to destroy our voter registra-~
tion cards publicly as a symbol that suf-
fragism was dead that a newfight for real
emancipation beginning. Some women
wanted to invite men to burn their voters'
cards during or after the action. This idea
was rejected on grounds that it would
change the actionfrom a repudiation of suf-
frage as a sop for women to a protest a-
gainst the electoral process.

There was also some wrangling over
the speech we had scheduled. Some of us
wanted to inform movement men that we
were sick of | .riicipaiing in other peo-
ples'revolutions and were working for
ourselves. Others were horrified at the
thought of criticizing the movement pub-
lically. We decided on two short speech. -
es--one a general statement of women's
oppression, the other a militant declara-
tion of independence from radical men.

Ensuing events bore out the separatist
argument. The Mobilization Committee,
supposedly sympathetic, neither included
women's liberation among the issues list-
ed in the Guardianadnor mentioned our ac-
tion in its mimeographed program. Mobe
spokesman Dave Dellinger announced at
the Sat rally that Mobe had come to de-
monstrate against war and for (cont!p. 5)



and people should just report tomorrow to
pick up NY's signs and listen to instructions.
They had already appointed marshalls.
Shulie announced that she had also written

a speech, which she said was like a poem
and couldn't be al tered at all. She would
head it, however, and it could be taken or
left with no changes.

By just writing this it is impossible to
set the situation so you can understand the
tension. Shulie and other women from NY
screamed at people and at each other so
much that some women introduced to wo-
men's liberation at this workshop left saying
they weren't going to join a movement filled
with hysteria.
the result of misunderstandings about what
cities planned for each other, or what means
other cities had conjured up to sell out the
women's movement.
CLARIFY PERSPECTIVES
At any rate, the most interesting part of

the discussion were political clarifications
of differences in perspective.

Much of this tension was

There seems
to be three distinct views on organizing
and ideology within our movement. The
first is the view that by raising women’s
consciousness about their own oppression
and by working only on women's liberation
igssues raised in this manner, women will
be in the vanguard of a revolution. Women
must define the issues for themselves and
not work with other parts of the movement.
This view is similar to Black Nationalism,
it seems.

The second view is that women are a con-
stituency, like the working class, blacks,
stc, Women's liberation is another means
of organizing for the revolution, but that
although women must meet alone in groups
for a while, they must be integrated into
the larger movement and act as participants
in a class struggle along with other groups.
This is the SDS position, and women's lib-
eration is seen as a program within SDS to
organize for that organization and for the
struggle.

A third position is that women's liberation
must be a separate part of a revolutionary
movement. [t must organize around its
own consciousness and its own concerns,
but that it should remain as a separate arm.
within a revolutionary context. It should
work with other groups in struggles that help
to end a capitalist system, but it should
also develop forms that will destroy a super-
structure of capitalist definitions of family,
work, consumption, leisure, ady-likeness'
and male supremacy.

No one from SDS was at this meeting, so
arguments occurred between the first and

cont. p. 12
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black liberation. When some woman on the
stage yelled at him, he mentioned women's
liberation as an afterthought. During our
presentation~which began with the moderate
pro-movement statement - men in the audi-
ence booed, laughed, catcalled and yelled
enlightened remarks like ""Take her off the
the stage and fuck her.'" Instead of repri-
manding the hecklers {as he did during an
unpopular speech by a black GI), Dellinger
tried to hurry us off the stage.

It is a mistake to think that education alone
will change this. Radical men have 7 power
position that they will not give up until they
have to. They will suppert our revolution
only when we build a movement so strong
that no revolution at all is possible with~
out our cooperation.

HALF THE HUMAN RACE

To work within the movement is to per-
petuate the idea that our struggle is secon-
dary. We will continually be tempted to
defer to ''the larger good of the movement"
just as we have always deferred to 'the
larger good of the family''. We must re-
member that women are not just a special
interest group with sectarian concerns. We

are half the human race. Our oppression

transcends occupations and class lines. Fe-
maleness, like blackness, is a biological
fact, a fundamental condition. Like racism,
male supremacy permeates all strata of this
society. And it is even more deeply en -
trenched. Whites are at least defensive about
racism; men-~-including most radical, black
and white--are proud of their chauvinism.
Male supremacy is the oldest form of domi-
nation and the most resistant to change.

The radical movement has been dominated
by men. Its theory, priorities, and strate-
gies reflect male interests. Here are some
of the more obvious points radical feminists
should consider:

Theory: An anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist
analysis is insufficient for ovr purposes.
Women's oppressicn anted " capitalism by
some 2000 years and has outlasted it in so-
cialist countries.

Priorities: Women are the only oppressed
people whose biological, emotional, and so-
cial life is totally bound up with that of the
oppressor. The function of the ghetto, the
army, the factory, the campus in reifying an
oppressed group's separate existence must
be assumed by women's liberation. We must
provide a place for women to be friends, ex-
change personal griefs and give their sisters
support =-~---cont., p. 14
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crucial. It let the entire sit-in fall into

a period of frustration as we watched
motion on campus die. Women carried
these feelings of frustration into the
women's caucus. Some of us, believing
that escalation was necessary to maintain
motion, but more importantly, wanting

to take a decivie action to bring the wo-
men's struggle into'the forefront,siadvocated
taking a women's building. The argument
in our caucus wasn't between radicals and
moderates but between radical political
women. Some were afraid the action would
be divisive and wanted to wait for the sit-
in as a whole to take its next move. Their
re?istance caused the caucus to table its
plans.

Similarly, many women were reluctant
to push theis 'sue on the floor of the sit-in.
Instead we waited through endless discussions
of non-struggle student power demands. It
wasn't until our position paper was presented
and passed, that most women saw the pri-
mary importance of their struggle. We
learned that only in hard political dis-
cussion could the politics of the demonstra-~
tors develop and acheive some sense of
purpose, That discussion should "have
about the oppression of women.

We learned several things from our
mistakes. We are now sure that the
oppression of women is one of the most
crucial problems facing the movement.

It is as cruical as any other political issue.
We should have taken a woman's building.
Not only would it have furthered the
raising of consciousness around the opp-
ression of women, but we think it would
have provided the mostion that the sit-in
lacked. Any women's action which is
tactically and politically sound can only
help a movement.

Secondly, we failed to develop new ideas
and analysis. The only research we con-
ducted was about discrimination against
women in academia; as this most related
to Marlene's firing. This gave the movement
a middle-class reform orientation which many
recognize as an inadequate and dangerous
direction for the women's movement in
general. At the end of the sit-in, we
intensified our contact with women
working at the U of C hospital, talk-
ing to them about their problems and
their need for a day care center.

Sisters, there are some lessons
to be learned from our experience.

The first is the danger of letting our-

selves be satisfied by tokenism and
superficial deference to the woman

question by the left. Secondly, for the 7
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last year and a half, the women's move -
ment went through the necessary stage

of analyzing how we, middle-class women
are oppressed. The movement must be-
gin to confront the oppression of working
class women. We must begin to confront
the crucial question of WHY women are
oppressed and what function this oppress-
ion plays in this society. We must go be-
yond simplistic analyses which see women
as merely super-exploited workers and
defines male chauvinism as a tool of the
ruling class to divide the workers. An
analysis of why women are oppressed
must deal with both cultural and economic
oppression. Our analysis must take

into account both that women's oppression
cuts across class lines and that this is a
class society.

Sisters, the real conscusion from our
experience is that we have to get ourselves
together. We will get nowhere until we
devote our time and energy to women's
problems. There is a women's movement
growing in the country NOW. We must
build a radical women's movement to
free ourselves and our sisters and our
brothers everywhere. ###

NATIONAL NEWS %y

The first national conference of the Nat-
ional Association to Repeal Abortion Laws
met in Chicago, Feb 14-16. A WLM cau-
cus met during the conference and passed
out leterature, demanding an end to all
legal restrictions on abortion and that
abortions be free of charge to all who
seek them. WLM won a long, hard
battle to get the conference to include in
its official position paper a statement
recognizing that to force a woman to
bear a child against her will violates her
basic human rights. They forced the
conference to deal with the fact that it
discriminated against black women, Latin
women, poor white women, working-
class women, students. (Drake Hotel,
$15. 00 registration fee, $6.00 per lunch,
$8. 00 per dinner). WLM stated that no
longer would male doctors, male lawyers,
male clergymen be allowed to determine
the destinies of women as they had tried
to do at this conference. For more
information write: Carol Vognsen, 610
Kemper, Chicago, 11l 60614.

cont, p-l12












corporations are capitalistic:
They stink because they do exist to

build profits while humanity's needs tag
along a very poor second, or tenth., And
the corporations do prey, especially on
women. We the race's ribs and tits have
been relegated and forced to be the society's
decorative, shit work and specifically
consuming caste. Still, just because
Revion, Ihro Clairoll, and Silva Slims

hit women over the head {subliminally},
drum their message to the ears they
flatter. assualt the vulnerable eves--do
we, Womern's Liberation soul sisters,
have to add to these cruel blows, by tell-
ing women they are 1diots for submitting
to the corporations and buying their

e ? lsn't this further victimizing
in doing thus don‘t we just

beaury 1

the vict

gain an v of superiority, while
leaving the re causes untouched? Now
why do womer: buv in the {irst place?
We buy {1} because we believe the
product, that magic want, that instant
Utopia the tickle of the eye liner or the
polish on the whatnot, will turn us into

fairy princess. and Prince Charming

will whish us off our feet and we will live
happily ever after.Once Mister Charming
does succumb to the hait, consuming
marches on to the gquickened tempo of the
bourgeois Famail
buy so our hushands and the Jones' hus-
bands will see the evidence of the Mister's
bread winning capacity: and through that
our worth., At either stage, marvels are
promised if we buy, revolving around the
Man or at least that umage of him and us
the Madison Avenue Man has created.

But suppose we women dug ourselves as

status. We women

we are-~-fat. skinny, blond, black, curly
kinked stringy. hitched, single, dikey
straight, snubbed hooked nose? Then no one
could con us into buying things to change
our essence, Women are Beautiful in

and for themselves indivisible without
changes or disguises demanded by those
mythical guys and guiles.

{2} Sure. they con us to buy, basically,
we buy hecause prior to being solicited we
are oppressed, bored and don't feel
capable of being productive or producing
vthing for ourselves. From birth

raised to tend the

{oops! Sorry about the layout.)
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by Rosalyn Baxandall, New York

flock, keep the home fires clean, play
house, cook, mend sew and purchase the
produce. Those of us who manage to
make it into a productive providing role
usually have to perform double duty
bread winning and home tending. If
women manage to work it's usually in

the servant master capacity we'v'e been
programmed into, under a man,,secre-
tary boss, nurse doctor, teacher
principal, or culture work the so-ca
arts.

led

Of ceourse, it's an amazing feat 11
anyone in this polluted system engages
in meaningfull work play--but mosst

women don't even get the chance to make

the effort. From the time we’re physi-
cally able we dress rehearse piaying

house and caring for dolly. Heaven

forbid we enjoy trucks sports or math.

Then we're cursed with Freud's magic
hex, penis envy. Well, whatever we do,
we're damned-unsatisfied bored con-
demned to live vicariously if we do go
along with the sc ¢ i traditional women
support roles, and taunted and told we're
unnatural neurotic if we do attempt to

get somewhere with something we dig.

We're not fucked up. We're fucked
over,

To the question of strategy for the
Women's Liberation Movement. Should
we direct our energies to exposing and
attacking women the consumers? No,
emphatically not. Do we put down those
black people who want Cadillacs or
flashy threads ? No. because when you
have nothing, you're vulnerable. If we
should do that to our sisters, we'd attack
the symptom, consumption, rather than
the cause: lack of & productive role with
vicarious living fcr ar - through the man,
If we are trying to
irom secondar:

e all women
lling mainly

on the consume. =.pect jus puts women

down without insisting on the needed way

Libera

forward., The alternative women's role
must instead be worked out. It's glib
to trot out the inanities of our position again
and again, and only alienate our sisters.
# 4 #

NOTICE OUR NEW ADDRESS--WE HAVE
FORMED A COLLECTIVE TO ANSWER
YOUR REQUESTS AND PUBLISH THIS
NEWSLETTER REGULARLY. FULL
REPORT, iSSUE # 7

# # #
We are restocking our literature supply. It
may be another month or more unt
ble to f
be patient, sisters.

. wWe are

many of your requests., Please


















